












WALTER H. FRADH 
MAJOR GENERAL, AIR CORPS 

Commanding General, Air Service Command 

Major General Walter H. Frank, Air Corps, Com

manding General of the Air Service Command, be

came affiliated with Army aviation more than 25 years 

ago, as a Captain of Infantry; he accepted appoint

ment as Major in the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, 

on November 4, 1917, and was assigned to duty with 

the Training Brigade at Kelly Field, San Antonio, 

Texas. However, the General's military career had 

started some years prior to his beginning as an air

man. Incidentally, since joining the predecessor of 

the Army Air Forces during the first World War, the 

General has earned the ratings of Command Pilot, 

Combat Observer, and Technical Observer. 

General Frank was born at Humphrey, New York, 

April 23, 1886. His graduation from the U. S. 

Military Academy on June 10, 1910, and his appoint

ment as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry was followed 

by his assignment to duty at Plattsburg, New York, 

where he performed company, battalion, and regi

mental duty until August, 1913. For the next two 

years he was stationed at Madison Barracks, New York, 

following which he served a tour of duty for three 

years at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. 

Upon his return to the United States, General 

Frank was stationed on the Mexican Border for several 

months, and he was then assigned as student at the 

School of Arms, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where he re

mained until his transfer to the Aviation Section, 

Signal Corps. He received his promotion to First 

Lieutenant July I, 1916; to Captain, May 15, 1917; 

and to Major in the fall of 1917. 

General Frank's stay at Kelly Field was brief, for 

on November 22, 1917, he entered upon his duties as 

Executive Officer at Ellington Field, Houston, Texas. 

He served as Commanding Officer of this post from 

July 19 to November 5, 1918, in the meantime taking 

the regular course of flying training. He passed the 

required flying tests and received the rating of 

Junior Military Aviator, effective August 29, 1918. 

His administration of the Bombing and Gunnery 

School at Ellington Field brought him high commendation from the Chief of Air Corps. 

In December, 1918, General Frank was transferred to duty in Washington and assigned as Executive of the Training Section, Office 

of the Chief of Air Corps. From June to August, 1919, he was placed in charge of an extensive Air Service Campaign, the 

success of which attested to his high executive ability. For several months he served as a member of the Advisory Board, and in 

November, 1919, he was detailed as a student at the Air Service Engineering School at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio. Following his 

graduation on September 15, 1920, he returned to Washington and was on duty in the Office of the Chief of Air Service as Acting 

Executive Officer from October 10, 1920, and as Executive Officer from November 29, 1921, to September 22, 1924. 

Assigned to duty as student at the Air Service Tactical School at Langley Field, Virginia, General Frank was graduated in June, 

1925, and from the Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in June of the following year. He continued 

his connection with school work, being assigned as Assistant Commandant of the Air Corps Tactical School, and he performed 

this duty as well as that of instructor, until his detail as a student at the Army War College in August, 1930. His graduation from 

this institution in June, 1931, was followed by a period of duty for four years in the Plans Division, Office of the Chief of the 

Air Corps. 
On August 17, 1934, he was assigned to the Command of Mitchel Field, L. I., New York, and of the Ninth Observation Group. 

He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel January I, 1935, 

By the time America entered the second World War, General Frank's high professional attainments and experience in connection 

with Air Corps maneuvers and tactical functions were being used to good advantage in the Air Corps and in July, 1942, he was 

named Commanding General of the Air Service Command in the European theater of operation. After directing the establish

ment of important maintenance and supply installations in England, the General was ordered to the United States to become 

Commanding General of the Air Service Command. 
General Frank has served in an executive capacity in various Air Corps maneuvers, and the manner in which he performed his 

duties brought him high commendation from his superiors. On numerous occasions he delivered lectures dealing with the tactical 

functions of the Air Corps, which also brought forth expressions of high praise. 






















































































































































































































































